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Purpose

Discuss how IEP teams work together to 
meet the needs of students who need 
Assistive Technology (AT) devices and/or 
AT services 

Identify how the PGCPS AT Consultation 
Team works with IEP teams on behalf of 
students who may need AT devices 
and/or AT services
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Process & Payoff

Presentation and discussion

Understand how IEP teams meet a 
student’s need for assistive 
technology 

Identify resources that support 
including AT in an IEP
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Who are we?

Your child’s IEP team must consider AT 
needs during the IEP process

The PGCPS AT Consultation Team is an 
interdisciplinary team that includes:
• Special education teachers, 
• A speech language pathologist, and
• An occupational therapist
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What are AT Devices?

“Means any item, piece of equipment or 
product system”

“whether acquired commercially off the shelf, 
modified, or customized”

“ that is used to increase, maintain, or improve 
functional capabilities of a child with a 
disability.”

Exception: “The term does not include a medical device that is 
surgically implanted, or the replacement of such device.
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AT in the classroom
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AT and Universal 
Design

The term `universal design' means a concept 
or philosophy for designing and delivering 
products and services that are usable by 
people with the widest possible range of 
functional capabilities, which include 
products and services that are directly usable 
(without requiring assistive technologies) and 
products and services that are made usable 
with assistive technologies. 
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What are AT Services?

“Any service that directly assists a 
child with a disability in the 
selection, acquisition, or use of an 
assistive technology device.”
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AT Services

Include:
• “A functional evaluation of the child in the …

customary environment…”
• “Providing for the acquisition of AT devices…”
• “Selecting, designing, fitting, customizing, 

adapting, maintaining, repairing, or replacing AT 
devices.”

• “Coordinating and using other therapies.”
• “Training and technical assistance” for the child 

family, and professionals.



PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS • www.pgcps.org 11

How does your child get AT 
devices and AT services?

Made available to the child as a 
part of:
• Special education, 
• Related services, 
• Supplementary aids and services.
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Assistive Technology 
(AT) Cycle

• Consider student AT needs in IEP>
• Choose and try out AT device >
• Implement AT device and services >
• Monitor progress with AT>
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Assistive Technology in the 
IEP Process
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Maryland Online IEP
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Steps in AT Wizard

1. Identify Tasks (and environments)
2. Functional capability (Student

needs and strengths)
3. Identify supports 

(accommodations, modifications, 
and AT tools)

4. Document AT decisions in MD 
Online IEP
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Step 1:  Identify Tasks

Identify the 
academic tasks
the student is 
expected to do
Discuss the tasks 
and skills 
required across 
learning 
environments
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Step 2:  Functional 
Capability

Discuss critical 
elements of the 
tasks and 
student's 
functional 
capability to 
perform them 
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Step 3:  Identify 
Support

Identify 
appropriate 
supports and 
services, 
including   
accommodations 
and AT
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Step 4:  Document 
Decisions

Decide if the student 
needs an AT device
Decide if the student 
needs AT service:
Document AT decisions 
that any educator that 
interacting with the 
student would be able to 
implement the plan and 
proposed AT
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Special Consideration 
of AT in IEP

If student benefits from AT device, document as:
Supplementary Aids, Services, Program 
Modifications, and Supports 
Instructional and Testing Accommodations 

If student needs AT services, document as:
Supplementary Aids, Services, Program 
Modifications, and Supports
Related Services
Instructional and Testing Accommodations

Basis for Decision to justify reason for selection of AT 
device, AT service, or both
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TeST =>

Tools

Identify supports

What AT devices/ services
will support the student to
perform expected tasks?

Student 
What are his or her 
functional capabilities 
for performing the task 
based on the student’s 
strengths and needs?

environment

In what classes and 
situations does the student
need help?

Tasks

What tasks does the 
student need to accomplish
to meet IEP goals?
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AT in the IEP

√ Present Levels of Academic Achievement and 
Functional Performance > Identify Student strengths 
and needs

√ Special Considerations > document whether Student 
needs an AT device and AT service

√ Goals > describe how Student will perform Tasks 
using appropriate Tools across learning 
Environments

√ Services > document whether AT is a part of 
instruction and assessment, related services, and/ or 
supplementary aids and services
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How does the IEP team 
get AT devices?

Schools have
• Curriculum resources with technology 

supports
• Flexible computer technology
• AT devices purchased by school

PGCPS AT Consultation Team 
• Require written referral form to provide 

services
• Provide short term AT device loans for trials
• Provide long term loans for continued use
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Support Programs

Adapted Physical 
Education

Audiology
Assistive Technology 
Consultation Team
Dual Language 
Assessment Team
Occupational Therapy

Vision 

Orientation and Mobility
Physical Therapy
Speech-Language 
Pathology

Related Services
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Who provides AT 
services?

1. Members of the school-based IEP 
team:
• General educators, special 

educators, and paraprofessionals
• Related service providers

2. PGCPS AT Consultation Team when 
the IEP team sends a written request 
for services
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AT Is a Shared 
Responsibility

IEP Team
• Completes and written referral form 
PGCPS AT Consultation Team
• Receives referral form, assigns case, and completes a 

written report
• Meets with IEP team to gather information, observe, assess, 

and participate in IEP team meetings Coordinates AT 
training of student, staff, and family

• Manages short term loans for AT device trials and long term 
loans for continued use

• Documents provision of services
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IEP Team Implements 
AT in Classroom

• Conducts a trial of AT device and gathers data to 
determine its effectiveness - whether the device 
helps or hinders performance

• Reviews data from AT device trial at next school 
team meeting

• Documents AT Special Consideration decisions 
in IEP

• Uses AT as documented in IEP
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“Best Practice” in 
Assistive Technology

Enables students with disabilities to participate and 
progress in the curriculum given

• Appropriate assessment
• “Individualized” instruction
• Consideration of student AT needs
• Collaboration with PGCPS AT Consultation Team 

when support needed
• Documentation of AT decision based on evidence 

from student trials of AT devices
• Implementation of AT during instruction and 

assessment
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Questions?

http://www.nationaltechcenter.org/index.php/tag/i-can-soar-video/
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AT Consultation Team 

Support Programs and Services, Oxon Hill 
Staff Development Center, Suite E
• 301-567-8650
• 301-567-8654 fax
• AT.Office@pgcps.org

mailto:AT.Office@pgcps.org
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